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Dear Families  8/16/22

For those of you who are new to Holy Families, welcome!  For those returning, welcome back!
We are using a process called family catechesis, so it might look a little different from the image you have 
when you hear “faith formation/religious education/catechism/Sunday school” In fact, it is all of these things 
but it is designed to strengthen the family, the “domestic church”.  

What this means is, our job is to equip you, the parents, on how to navigate raising your kiddos in the faith in 
a very secular world.  It won’t be easy, but this is all the more reason that we need to work closely together to 
fulfill those promises made at baptism.  Faith doesn’t exist in a vacuum.  We need the community of believers 
in order for it to flourish. (ccc 1223)   That’s all of us, working together, to help our young church grow in 
faith and have a solid moral compass.

This year, with what I hope will be a decrease in Covid concerns, we will be expanding our program to include 
adult formation.  For those of you who attended theology nights last year, this will be what it was intended to 
be, a time of community and growth for the parents.   We are working hard to find a way to offer childcare 
(not at simple as it once was!) so that hopefully both parents can attend together.   These sessions are for 
your benefit, and while they are not compulsory, parents are strongly encouraged to attend. 

Monthly family sessions will continue as well, using much the same format, and the enrichment at home can 
be done on YOUR schedule.   I recommend blocking out a little time each day….even just 15 minutes to spend 
with your kids praying and learning together.  You don’t have to sit and lesson plan each day…let your 
kids choose the activities that they want to do, and allow them to take the lead.  I think you will find that this 
becomes something that you look forward to as a family, even if it feels a little awkward at first.

I hope that you will join us for a meet and greet on Sunday, September 18th.  This will also be the day that 
you can pick up materials for your kids.  In the mean time, if you have any questions, please feel free to drop 
me a line.  I’m in and out of the office during the week, but check my emails regularly.  I'm looking forward to  
partnering with you again, as we fulfill our call to build up the Kingdom of God.  Come Holy Spirit!!

Yours in Him,

Kristie Manning
Director of Faith Formation 
Kristie.manning@dsj.org 
408.253.7560 x 104




